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The ACC
Is Your Advocate
C. Michael Valentine, MD, FACC, President,
American College of Cardiology
Thad F. Waites, MD, MACC, Chair, ACC Health Affairs Committee
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National Institutes of Health, Food and Drug

knowledge optimize cardiovascular care” cannot be

Administration, and Centers for Disease Control

achieved in a vacuum. We need our partners—both in

and Prevention, and by cosponsoring HR 3592, the

the United States and around the world—for this

South Asian Heart Health Awareness and Research

vision to truly become a reality.

Act, and supporting passage of HR 1222/S 477, the
Congenital Heart Futures Reauthorization Act.
New this year was an enhanced focus on the
collaborative efforts of the ACC and partner cardiovascular societies. United together, we are stronger. A
special cardiovascular society session of society
presidents, chief executive ofﬁcers, and advocacy
staff provided a unique chance to not only recognize
the myriad challenges facing the profession, but to
celebrate the many accomplishments of each specialty and identify opportunities to pursue shared
goals in the transformation of patient care. Additionally, presidents and other leaders of the ACC,
Heart Rhythm Society, The Society for Cardiovascular
Angiography and Interventions, Association of Black
Cardiologists, Heart Failure Society of America, and

Inﬂuencing and changing health policy does not
occur in just 3 days—although we often wish it could.
For every 3 steps forward, there are often 2 steps
back. However, real change has occurred over the
years thanks to the groundwork that has been laid
and the relationships that have been established as
part of the Legislative Conference over the last 25þ
years. Our challenge to ACC members is to build on
the advocacy efforts of those who were able to attend
the Legislative Conference, whether through emails
to lawmakers, in-district visits to members of
Congress when they are home on break, “Cardiologist
for a Day” programs that invite lawmakers to view a
practice in action, participation in ACC Chapter or
partner society lobby days, and more! The ACC is your
home—make your voice heard.
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